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Why do we do what we do? 
 The idea for this article was sparked by the cover story from The Classical Difference, volume 2 from this past 

spring.  I encourage you to read “A New Lesson in Rwanda” (linked).  I won’t be quoting the article, just referring to the content. 

 The time and effort put into Providence Christian Academy is staggering.  (In 

fact, I know some of you are literally staggering under the weight of the school.)  When 

asked why we go to all these efforts, what do we say?  We are educating our children in 

the ways of the Lord.  We are glorifying God by obeying His command to train our 

children in the way they should go.  We are fleeing from liberal worldviews that infect 

our children’s minds and hearts.   

 Would any of us say that it is to avoid a genocide?  Can moral education 

prevent the evils of our society?  Is that why we do what we do?  At first, we may go 

back to the core of the Gospel and say that people need their lives transformed by 

Christ.  Yes, this is the truth of the Word of God.  But in addition to that, can we not 

also say that since there will always be the unconverted walking this earth it is also our 

duty to stand as a light in the darkness?  We look to Daniel who stood in a pagan king’s 

court over the span of four kings and two nations.  There are numerous examples in the 

Scripture of those living a Godly life surrounded by godlessness—Abraham, Lydia, 

Elijah, Nicodemus—just to name a few.   

 The majority of you work at secular jobs in the midst of a world that is out for its 

own self instead of God’s glory.  While of course you would take any opportunity to 

witness to others and spread the Gospel, the everyday life that you lead is also 

speaking volumes.  Living a moral life in the midst of godlessness is part of our Creation 

mandate to subdue the earth.  The forces of evil are kept at bay by the army of Christ 

going forth in His Spirit.   

 The Reformation taught us that God’s people must be educated in order to 

study the Bible for themselves.  This was also the founding idea of public education in 

our own land.  Why do we spend our blood, sweat, and tears?  It is so that our children 

may truly comprehend Christ and imitate Him before a dying world. 
  

http://www.classicaldifference.com/a-war-a-teacher-a-lesson-and-a-story/
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Typing 

Ever since I was a preteen, I always wanted to have one of those old typewriters.  

You know, the kind where you actually have to have muscles to push the keys down.  I 

don’t know why I’ve always wanted one—there’s just something about the hammer 

hitting the paper that seals my thoughts in time.  When you type something into a 

computer, you can do whatever you want with it—erase it, change it, give it a fancy font, 

etc.  The thing is that with a typewriter, there’s something permanent about the key 

strokes that makes you committed to what you actually want to say.  Now of course, 

this is only half true because even with a computer as soon as you hit SEND, your 

thoughts and ideas are sealed for posterity—floating around in cyberspace not only for 

this generation but also for generations to come. 

Children (and all of us) think much faster than they write.  Learning how to type 

is much more about expressing yourself and being able to create than it is about some 

academic lesson.  We should learn to type and type well so that we may lay the 

foundation for our future.  If we don’t have this skill, we limit the impact of what our ideas 

can be.   

In the last newsletter of the school year, Mrs. Trester and Miss DeBoer 

encouraged their students to begin a typing program in the summer.  The Education 

Committee examined the possibility of teaching keyboarding at school.  We found that 

it simply will not fit into the school day that is already brimming with what our students 

need to learn.  After hearing similar ideas from other schools, we decided that typing 

can and should be learned at home.  There are many helpful programs available out 

there—several are free.  One option that the Bruinsma family recommends is Typing 

Instructor Platinum from Individual Software.  The choice is yours.   

http://www.individualsoftware.com/?product=typing-instructor-platinum-21-windows
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Our school would like students entering 5th grade to begin learning 

keyboarding at home either during the summer or the school year.  As they strengthen 

their skills throughout 5th and 6th grades, they will be expected to submit typed papers 

beginning in the 7th grade.  The minimum skills needed at the 7th grade level are that 

the students will be able to 

• use both hands and all fingers 

• type without looking down at the fingers 

• consistently keep the flow of typing moving  

• type without stopping to remember where a letter is. 

Speed will come with practice.  In the fall, there will be more instruction to the 7th grade 

on how to submit a typed paper. 

Thank you for your help and support in this endeavor.  If you have any 

questions, please let me know.   

 

P.S. For anyone interested in the philosophy behind handwriting and why we don’t 

start students on computers at the beginning of their school career, here is an article 

about the vital importance of handwriting.  

http://www.ldonline.org/spearswerling/The_Importance_of_Teaching_Handwriting
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Thank You! 
 We are so grateful for all of you who make this school such a great 

place to be.  Here’s a shout-out to our committees from this past year. 

 

 Board:  Dan Bruinsma, Jordan Hoekstra, Jeff Huizenga, Bill 

Regnerus, and Mr. Ed VanderWoude 

 Building Committee:  John Boersma, Jeff Huizenga, Bill 

Regnerus, and Steve Vander Woude 

 Education Committee:  Kim Darling, Mr. Pete Smith, Alison 

Vander Woude, and Mr. Ed VanderWoude 

 Finance Committee:  Jordan Hoekstra 

 Promotion Committee:  Bill Regnerus  

 Room Moms:  Sarah Boer, Jess Hoekstra, Mrs. Diane Smith, 

and Alison Vander Woude 

 Website Committee:  Luke and Kim Darling, Jordan Hoekstra, 

and Oz Ortiz  

 

 

 

“Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though 

you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with 

joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,” 

I Peter 1:8 
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New Info for Next Year 
  

 STEWARDSHIP:  In order to further train our children in being good 

stewards of what God has entrusted to their care, Providence has adopted a 

Materials Damage Policy.  The underlying idea is that our students would learn 

to value resources belonging to others and, should damage occur, to “make it 

right.”  It is up to your family to determine if you have your child earn and pay any 

potential fines and fees or if you will.  There is no distinction for whether the 

damage was accidental or deliberate. 
"Students are provided some textbooks and instructional materials without 
additional charge.  Students are expected to treat all materials carefully and 
respectfully.  Each item is numbered.  When a student is given materials, the 
corresponding number is noted by the student's name.  Teachers will 
monitor student usage of instructional materials and textbooks.  A fine based 
on the age and condition of the materials may be issued for any damage done 
to the materials.  All materials (including library books) must be returned 
and all fines and fees fully paid before final report cards will be issued." 

 

 HOT  LUNCH  DAY:  Because we are now sharing a kitchen with a very 

busy church, we could not use the kitchen on Thursdays.  The new day for hot 

lunch is Fridays.  This should bring a good end to the week for the students! 
 

 P.E.  UNIFORMS  FOR  5TH – 8TH :  We have become increasingly 

aware as our students have begun to move into adolescence that P.E. uniforms 

are essential.  Therefore, the 5th – 8th graders will begin changing before and 

after P.E. into gym clothes then back to school clothes.  More details to follow. 
 

 NEW  SCHOOL  DAY  TIMES:  Because our new location is 

adjacent to T. F. South High School, we are going to make every attempt to 

keep those of you in the drop off and pick up lines out of the way of the high 

school drivers.  In order to accomplish this, we are slightly adjusting our school 

day.  We will now begin school at 8:40 and dismiss at 3:15.  
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Items of Note 
 Save the date: our projected MOVE-IN  DATE is Saturday, 

July 30.  In addition to moving into Lansing UMC, we also need to 

hang bulletin boards, do some cleaning, install internet, and arrange 

some furniture.  

 On Tuesday, August 16, we will have our “Welcome back to 

school!” ICE  CREAM  SOCIAL.  All families are invited to 

join in the fellowship.  We will give tours of the new location, drop off 

school supplies, have a “how-to” session for the new drop off and 

pick up procedures, and of course fellowship with familiar and new 

friends.  

 Get excited!  Thurs, August 18 is the FIRST  DAY of school! 

 All parents as well as all 7th graders are invited to our LOGIC  

SCHOOL  INTRODUCTION evening.  It will be at 7 pm 

on Thursday, September 1st (date correction).  We are excited to 

begin this new phase at Providence.  While the evening is most timely 

for the parents of current 7th graders, we are inviting all parents since 

this is a new beginning for us.  We will all grow in our understanding of 

the classical methodology.   

 

“Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between 

Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; 

for he said, ‘Till now the Lord has helped us.’ ” 

I Samuel 7:12 


