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Paideia 
 What is classical education?  Why do we do what we do?  Why are we following 

an educational system set up by such human-centered minds as the ancient Greeks?  

Where is God in all of this?   

 I would like to point you to the Greek concept of paideia.  The Greeks 

believed that education was not a system of learning lists of factual knowledge, but 

instead, it is about learning how to be good citizens.  It is the act of maturing and taking 

your place in society.  They viewed education as cultivating their culture into the lives of 

their young people.  You see this concept in the Roman word cultura as well.   

 The early church was born amidst these two mighty cultures of Greek and 

Roman societies.  As the writers of the New Testament were teaching the believers 

how to live a life pleasing to God, we see Paul teaching fathers to bring up their children 

in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).  Here the Greek word he uses is 

paideia.  The church saw the need of living their lives according to values, but rather 

than the societal values of the current culture, Paul teaches us to grow in the paideia of 

the Lord.   

 Parents, is this why you are here at Providence?  Education can take many 

forms (many philosophical methodologies), but here at Providence, we believe that 

education is not to be viewed as filling a mind with information.  Instead, we acknowledge 

that the child has needs for his body, soul, mind, and emotions.  With classical, 

Christian education, we address each of these in such a way that we press the student 

toward acknowledging Christ’s rule in every area of his/her life.  In this way, we can take 

this Greek concept of paideia and sanctify it for use in God’s Kingdom as we train 

His children for service. 
 
For  more on this, read  “Classical vs. Modern Education: a Vision from C. S. Lewis” by Stephen R. Turley, PhD.  
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Where the Paideia Rubber Meets the Road 
So, we have not had our students learn Greek or memorize the definition of 

paideia.  How do we even know this has anything to do with our school?  What is the 

“hidden curriculum” of Providence Christian Academy?   

The first thing I would point to as evidence of our paideia is our daily devotions.  

Every morning, our entire school gathers for corporate worship.  I have heard it said 

that some classical schools purposefully do not do this because they are not a church.  

While that is partially true, it is also true that each one of us is a member of Christ’s 

church.  He has called us to glorify Him and enjoy Him in all we do.  At Providence, 

that manifests itself in gathering for prayer, Scripture, and hymn singing on a daily 

basis.  This teaches our children where our top priority in life lies.  It also sets a pattern 

for them that throughout their lives, their day should always start with God. 

Perhaps unexpectedly, I would also point to our recess time as demonstrating 

our paideia.  Our teachers in their classes, you in your homes, and our ministers on the 

Lord’s Day fill our children’s minds with the Scriptures.  At school, we use our recess 

time to evaluate if what we are teaching them is influencing their routine life choices.  

When students have a difference of opinion, we gather those parties together and 

have them look for an agreeable solution.  We praise and reward their comradery; we 

reprimand their moments of self-centeredness.  The recess field is the students’ version 

of our day to day lives interacting with all those whom God has placed in our paths.  

Here we see if they have embodied the character of Christ. 

My last example of where you see the paideia of the Lord built into the fabric of 

our school is when you see our students perform “Romeo and Juliet.”  Some Christian 

schools purposefully select only Christian curriculum believing that secular curriculum 

would teach students the world’s beliefs.  At Providence, we do not fear these worldly 
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philosophies but instead train our students in how to respond in a fallen world.  When 

we read a story where lovers commit suicide due to their grief, our students 

automatically respond with, “Why would they do that?  That is a huge overreaction.  

They shouldn’t just kill themselves; that’s wrong.”  The values you have taught your 

children are firmly evident.  But in this moment, we can safely explore why some people 

believe they are driven to this utmost choice.  We can explore how to respond instead 

and also how to minister to those with needs of grief or depression. 

A second way that our drama class’s first production brought the paideia of our 

school to life was by excellency in storytelling.  Jesus was the Master Storyteller.  By 

inventing, discovering, performing, and constructing, we are being sub-creators 

following our Maker.  Any kind of performance, whether a poem, play, song, or 

Scripture recitation must be done to God’s glory.  When we believe that God sends 

His rain on the just and the unjust, there is an undergirding truth of God’s common 

grace.  Christians and unbelievers alike have been granted the ability to uncover God’s 

truths in the world.  This gives us the freedom to read or perform the timeless classics 

and learn from them while also deciding not to emulate the author or the characters.  

The key is doing what we do in an excellent, God-honoring way. 

So, we see that in our morning devotions, our recess times, our literature books 

and drama performances, and many other parts of the school day, we are cultivating in 

our students the paideia of the Lord.  For all the parents of our school, we pray that 

this echoes the very desire of your heart and mirrors what you are teaching at home.  

As you think back to when you made your vows on the day of your child’s baptism, we 

pray that you are confident that you are holding to that promise to nurture your 

children in the admonition of the Lord.  It is our privilege at Providence to partner with 

you in training our children in the paideia of God.  
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Thank You! 
 We are so grateful for all of you who make this school such a great 

place to be.  Here’s a shout-out to our committees from this past year. 

 

 Board:  Luke Darling, Jordan Hoekstra, Jeff Huizenga, Bill 

Regnerus, and Mr. Pete Smith 

 Building Committee:  John Boersma, Jeff Huizenga, Bill 

Regnerus, and Steve Vander Woude 

 Education Committee:  Kim Darling, Jordan Hoekstra, Mr. Pete 

Smith, Alison Vander Woude, and Mr. Ed VanderWoude 

 Finance Committee:  Luke Darling 

 Promotion Committee:  Bill and Charity Regnerus  

 Room Moms:  Teresa Bakker, Laura Bruinsma, Olivette Ortiz, 

Charity Regnerus, and Beth Sitter 

 Website Committee:  Luke and Kim Darling, Jordan Hoekstra, 

and Oz Ortiz  

 

 

 

“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, 

which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.  For the 

ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the 

saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.” 

II Corinthians 9:11-12  
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New Info for Next Year 
  

 

 Welcome to MRS. LOUISE WRIGHT who will be joining us in 

person next year!  Because Rev. and Mrs. Wright have enrolled their 

son, Ruairidh, into our school, she will be available to teach Latin in 

person as well as several other classes.  While we are thankful for the 

opportunity to have upper Latin classes on line for the last two years, 

we are most happy to now have a live teacher! 

 Staffing: We are pleased to announce the faculty list for next year. 

o Mrs. Kim Darling: 5th/6th composition, 7th/8th drama 

o Miss Emily DeBoer: 7th/8th homeroom including 8th Algebra, 

Latin A (3rd) 

o Miss Lorissa Haveman: 1st/2nd homeroom 

o Mrs. Valerie Knoll: Kindergarten homeroom, 1st grade phonics, 

1st/2nd science, 3rd composition, 5th/6th spelling 

o Mrs. Leann Lange: K – 8th music, 1st – 8th PE 

o Mrs. Melodie McKenzie: Principal, 3rd/4th grammar, 5th/6th art, 

6th logic, 5th – 7th math, 6th – 8th science 

o Mrs. Doris Trester: 3rd/4th grade homeroom, Latin B (4th), 4th 

composition, 3rd – 5th science 

o Mr. Ed VanderWoude: 5th/6th history & geography  

o Mrs. Louise Wright: 5th/6th homeroom including Bible, 

literature, and grammar, as well as 5th/6th Latin, 7th/8th Latin 
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Items of Note 
 STEWARDSHIP:  Last spring, Providence adopted a Materials Damage 

Policy.  The underlying idea is that our students would learn to value resources 

belonging to others and, should damage occur, to “make it right.”  Please send all 

school materials back to school.  Once the teachers assess the materials, I will 

contact anyone who needs to take care of damages incurred.  Report cards will 

be mailed in the middle of June.   
From the Parent Handbook: 

"Students are provided some textbooks and instructional materials without additional 
charge.  Students are expected to treat all materials carefully and respectfully.  Each 
item is numbered.  When a student is given materials, the corresponding number is 
noted by the student's name.  Teachers will monitor student usage of instructional 
materials and textbooks.  A fine based on the age and condition of the materials may 
be issued for any damage done to the materials.  All materials (including library 
books) must be returned and all fines and fees fully paid before final report cards will 
be issued." 

 On Tuesday, August 15, we will have our “Welcome back to 

school!” ICE  CREAM  SOCIAL.  All families are invited to 

join in the fellowship.  We will drop off school supplies and of course 

fellowship with familiar and new friends.  

 Get excited!  Thurs, August 17 is the FIRST  DAY of school! 

 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 

closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Hebrews 12:1-2 


